
Sunday Traditional    
Worship �± 10:00 a.m. 

Saturday Praise          
Worship �± 5:00 p.m. 

 
Sun., July 1 - 4:00 p.m. 

Healing Service 
 

Wed., July 4 
Church Office Closed 

 

Sat., July 14, Noon 
Hotdogs in the Park 

 

Fri., July 20 - 7:00 p.m. 
Open Mic Night 

 

Sun., July 22 - 6:30 p.m. 
Hope Shelter Dinner 

 

Sat., July 28 - Noon 
Hotdogs in the Park 

5 pm Worship/Communion 
 

Sun., July 29 - 10:00 a.m. 
Picnic & Communion 

at Bay Court Park 
 

Fri., August 3 - 7:00 p.m. 
Open Mic Night 

 

Sun., August 5 - 4:00 p.m. 
Healing Service 

 

Sat., August 11 - Noon  
Hotdogs in the Park 

 

Fri., August 17 - 7:00 p.m. 
Open Mic Night 

 

Wed., August 22-9:00 a.m. 
First Press Deadline 

 

Sat., August 25 - Noon  
Hotdogs in the Park 

5 pm Worship/Communion 
 

Sun., August 26-10:00 a.m. 
Worship & Communion 

Backpack Blessing 
6:30 p.m. - Hope Dinner 
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July - August 2018 

What does it mean to you to be Presbyterian? 
Presbyterianism has been the core of my life since I was little.  I have deep 
roots in the Presbyterian Church with many past generations of my family 
being Presbyterian.  I am proud to identify as a Presbyterian Christian.   

When I was growing up at Elwood Community Church in IL, I had already at 
the age of 4 been nurtured in two other church homes.  They taught me that I 
am a beloved child of God whom God adores.  They listened to me and helped 
me to grow into the faith of which I was baptized.  Elwood Church was the one 
that ordained me as Deacon at 16 years old and where I felt the call to be a 
Minister of Word and Sacrament. 

One of my favorite things about being a Presbyterian is that we do not 
prescript you to believe a specific way but allow a place for questions and 
individual discernment of what you believe as it is shaped by the Holy 
Scriptures and the nudging of the Holy Spirit.  To be a member one must 
confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and believe in their heart that they will 
�I�R�O�O�R�Z���K�L�P�����Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���*�R�G���I�R�U���*�R�G�¶�V���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V���D�Q�G���S�O�D�Q�� 

Twenty-eight years later, I describe my Presbyterian faith as one where our 
lives demonstrate our faith.  For the last couple years, I have chaired the Social 
Justice Ministry team for the Presbytery of Detroit.  Each month when we meet 
we reflect upon the significant justice issues in our communities currently.  
Our General Assembly does the same thing.  Presbyteries bring overtures to be 
considered on a variety of areas and issues.   Among them are the issues we 
experience each day in our lives, on the pages of our newspapers and favorite 
internet news sites.  Presbyterians take seriously the call to love our neighbors 
as ourselves and to serve others as did Christ Jesus. 

This year at General Assembly I was surprised by two things in particular:   
1. General Assembly collected over $47,000 to pay the cash bail for 

people being held in jail on non-violent offenses and commissioners 
marched and protested this unjust practice in St. Louis of holding 
people in jail unless they can pay a cash bond.   

2. General Assembly began the process to study Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
�.�L�Q�J���� �-�U���¶�V�� �/�H�W�W�H�U�� �I�U�R�P�� �D�� �%�L�U�P�L�Q�J�K�D�P�� �-�D�L�O�� �I�R�U�� �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�V�� �D�Q��
addition to our Book of Confessions.   

The reason I have noted this protest of the cash bail system and the addition of 
�0�/�.�¶�V�� �/�H�W�W�H�U�� �W�R�� �R�X�U�� �%�R�R�N�� �R�I�� �&�R�Q�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �L�V�� �W�R�� �Q�R�W�H�� �K�R�Z�� �P�X�F�K�� �*�H�Q�H�U�D�O��
Assemblies have changed over the years.  We seem to be a church that will not 
be silent at these justice issues in our communities and believe that living out 
our faith means speaking out and working actively for justice in our 
communities.  (Continued on top of page 2.) 



With Our People 

Please keep the following 
in your prayers:  
Corenna Aldrich, Lois 
Donaldson, Pat Donaldson, 
Tim Donaldson, Barbara 
Irwin, Rosemarie McColl, 
Ann & Bob Newill, Jane 
Page, and  Justina Warren.  

Also, our people in the 
military: Lizz Huntoon, and 
Dan Walsh.   

June 19, 2018  
Session Actions 

The following items were 
approved at Session: 

1. The Deacons request to 
sell Equal Exchange Coffee 
for $10.00 per bag. 

2. �7�K�H�� �3�D�V�W�R�U�¶�V�� �U�H�T�X�H�V�W�� �I�R�U��
vacation July 5-12, 2018 
and August 6-12, 2018. 

3. �7�K�H�� �&�(�� �' �L�U�H�F�W�R�U�¶�V��
request  to  hold an 
intergenerational weeknight 
program on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays of the month at 
5:30 p.m. beginning 
September 26, 2018. 

Laura Sartell, Clerk 

Music Notes for Summer 
Greetings and I hope this newsletter finds you either planning or enjoying 
your special activities for the summer months. 
I am busy planning for next fall already and have been ordering some new 
music for each of our choirs. 
One of the anthems that I used to do with a children's choir was called "All 
God's Children Got a Place In the Choir".  It was very rhythmic and a 
favorite of the children each time we sang it.  The message was plain and 
simple.  All of us are God's children and we have our place to sing God's 
praises.  As the song goes, some sing low and some sing higher!  Whether 
you sing in an organized group known as THE CHOIR or whether you are a 
part of the GREAT CHOIR as a congregation member on Sundays, you have 
a place to sing God's praises. So sing with joy on hymns of praise, sing in 
prayer if the hymn text is a prayer poem, or sing with reflection if the text 
calls you to ponder God's great works and world. Just bring yourself to 
worship, no one else can do that for you! 
Our "new" robes have been delivered to the church and are being prepared 
for use sometime next fall. They are really in excellent condition and we are 
looking forward to using them soon. 
It seems as though we will be having one or two vacancies 
in our adult bell choir next fall so if you are interested in 
more information about bell ringing, please let me know. If 
you haven't thought about being a bell ringer at all, think 
about it now and ponder it over the summer weeks.  We'll 
help you understand how it works and be very patient while 
you are learning. Maybe your place in "the choir" is in bells. 
Enjoy the weeks of summer and I'll put dates and times for fall in the next 
newsletter. 

!"#$%&'( $

A gift to the Memorial fund 
was given in memory of 
Audrey Bee by Laura Sartell. 

Our denomination is being led by many Christians with hearts centered on 
Social Justice as a means of demonstrating their faith.  They continually ask 
�W�K�H���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�����:�K�D�W���E�U�H�D�N�V���*�R�G�¶�V���K�H�D�U�W�����D�Q�G���K�R�Z���F�D�Q���,���Z�R�U�N���W�R���E�U�L�Q�J���K�H�D�O�L�Q�J��
in the lives of others?  How can I join with others making a difference in the 
world?   
I ask you to consider those same questions in your life too.  Each one of us 
has a justice issue that breaks our heart.  Find the justice issue that speaks to 
you and pray to our Almighty God for guidance in responding in faith and 
love.  Please share how you seek to reach out to help others in the name of 
Jesus with me and our church leaders.  I would love to hear more. 
Many Blessings, 
 
 
 
Rev. Laura C. Kelsey  



1/2*&3&4/5/$%&6")2(&7(+8",5$ &

07-01 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 Psalm 130; 2 Corinthians 8:7-15; Mark 5:21-43 

07-08 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10; Psalm 48; 2 Corinthians 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13 

07-15 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19; Psalm 24;   
  Ephesians 1:3-14; Mark 6:14-29 

07-22 2 Samuel 7:1-14a; Psalm 89:20-37;   
  Ephesians 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

07-29 2 Samuel 11:1-15; Psalm 14; Ephesians 3:14-21; John 6:1-21 

08-05 2 Samuel 18:26-12:13a; Psalm 5:1-12; Ephesians 4:1-16;    
  John 6:24-35  

08-12 2 Samuel 11:5-9, 15, 31-33; Psalm 130; Ephesians 4:25-5:2;   
   John 6:35, 41-51 

08-19 1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14; Psalm 111; Ephesians 5:15-20; John 5:51-58 

08-26 1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10-11) 22-30, 41-43; Psalm 84; Ephesians 6:10-20; 
  John 6:56-69 

Deacons Doins: 
 

�7�K�H���'�H�D�F�R�Q�V�¶���&�H�U�H�D�O���'�U�L�Y�H���Z�H�Q�W���Z�H�O�O�����7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���I�R�U��
your generous donations! We collected over 100 boxes.  Please 
check the bulletin on July 8 for the final number collected.  

The Church Picnic is scheduled for Sunday, July 29 at Bay Court Park, 6970 
Andersonville Road, Independence Twp.  Worship and communion will 
begin in the Cedar Grove Pavilion at 10:00 a.m. Place settings, chicken, 
lemonade and water will be provided. Please bring a dish 
to pass that will serve 6-8 people. There is a disc Golf 
Course at the park that is free to play.  

Bring your family, neighbors and four legged friends! Dogs are allowed but 
�P�X�V�W���E�H���R�Q���D���O�H�D�V�K���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���K�D�Q�G�O�H�U�¶�V���S�R�V�V�H�V�V�L�R�Q���D�W���D�O�O���W�L�P�H�V���S�H�U���S�D�U�N���U�X�O�H�V�� 

Deacons will be selling Equal Exchange Fair Trade Coffee for 
$10.00/bag in the dining room during coffee hour. The proceeds will 
help defray the costs of the coffee and beverages we serve each week.  

Library Books 

Our �³�/�L�W�W�O�H�� �/�L�E�U�D�U�\�´��down the street near our parking lot 
is back in full swing. Books are being borrowed regularly 
and some folks are reading and returning. If you want to 
donate books please remember that adult paperbacks take 
�X�S���O�H�V�V���V�S�D�F�H���W�K�D�Q���K�D�U�G�E�D�F�N�V�����&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���E�R�R�N�V���R�I���D�O�O���V�R�U�W�V��
are also appreciated.  

  01 Russell Hughes 
  05 Joan Irish 
  06 Lawrence Sayre 
  11 James Jarrait 
  15 Daniel Jarrait 
  16 Dennis Wilton 
  18 Rachael Newill 
  18 Alexandria Hays 
  24 Ryan Newill 
  24 Sue Smith 
  26 Kevin Bartlett 
  30 Nancy Euler 
  30 Jane Baker        

 If you would like to 
have your name on this 
birthday list, please call the 
church office. 

  01 Caitlin Smith 
  02 Barbara Neipling 
  04 David Rose 
  07 Dorothy Neff 
  10 Penny Stevenson 
  11 Rick Newill 
  16 Bill Neff 
  17 Dan Sartell 
  19 Ian McWhinnie 
  26 Scott McWhinnie 
  30 Iris Rico 

Laura Kelsey

Laura Kelsey



Saturdays at 5:00 p.m. 

Worship Series - Demonstrating the     
Fruits of the Spirit 

July 7 �±  August 4, 2018 
 

July 7, 2018 �± 6th Saturday after Pentecost 
Scriptures: Colossians 3:12; Titus 3:4-5 

Message �± �³The Fruit of the Spirit: �.�L�Q�G�Q�H�V�V�´ 
Guest Speaker �± Elder Tom Duffield 

 
July 14, 2018 �± 7th Saturday after Pentecost 
Scriptures �± Romans 15:14; Ephesians 5:8-9  

Message �± �³The Fruit of the Spirit: �*�R�R�G�Q�H�V�V�´ 
 

July 21, 2018 �± 8th Saturday after Pentecost 
Scriptures �± Hebrews 3:2; Luke 16:10-12  

Message �± �³The Fruit of the Spirit: �)�D�L�W�K�I�X�O�Q�H�V�V�´ 
 

July 28, 2018 �± 9th Saturday after Pentecost 
Scriptures �± James 1:21; Titus 3:2  

Message �± �³The Fruit of the Spirit: �*�H�Q�W�O�H�Q�H�V�V�´ 
Special Focus:  Holy Communion 

 
August 4, 2018 �± 10th Saturday after Pentecost 

Scriptures �± 2 Peter 1:5-6; Acts 24:25  
Message �± �³The Fruit of the Spirit: Self-�&�R�Q�W�U�R�O�´ 

 
August 11, 2018 �± 11th Saturday after Pentecost 

Scripture �± TBA;  Message �± TBA 
Guest Speaker �± Elder Tom Duffield  

 
The Outsiders - August 11 - 25, 2018 

 
August 18, 2018 �± 12th Saturday after Pentecost 

Scripture �± TBA  
Message �± �³�7�K�H���:�R�U�W�K�\�´ 

 
August 25, 2018 �± 13th Saturday after Pentecost 

Scripture �± TBA 
Message �± �³�7�K�H���/�R�Q�H�O�\�´ 

Special Focus �± Holy Communion 

 07-07  Tom Duffield 

 07-14  Rev. Laura Kelsey 

 07-21  Rev. Laura Kelsey 

 07-28  Rev. Laura Kelsey 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

Worship Series - Lectionary Based 
July 1 �± August 26, 2018 

 
July 1, 2018 �± 6th Sunday after Pentecost & VBS 

Scripture �± Isaiah 43:2 
�0�H�V�V�D�J�H�������³�,���:�L�O�O���%�H���:�L�W�K���<�R�X�´ 

 
July 8, 2018 �± 7th Sunday after Pentecost 

Guest Speaker; Scripture & Message �± TBA 
 

July 15, 2018 �± 8th Sunday after Pentecost 
Scripture �± Mark 6:1-13 

Message �± �³�:�K�H�Q���<�R�X���*�R���+�R�P�H�´ 
 

July 22, 2018 �± 9th Sunday after Pentecost 
Scripture �± Mark 6:30-56 
Message �± �³�2�Q���6�H�O�I-�&�D�U�H�´ 

 
July 29, 2018 �± 10th Sunday after Pentecost 

Holy Communion & Church Picnic  
Off-site at Bay Court Park �± Independence Twp. 

Scripture �± Ephesians 3:14-22 
Message �± �³�*�L�Y�L�Q�J���*�R�G���5�H�Y�H�U�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���3�U�D�L�V�H�´ 

 
August 5, 2018 �± 11th Sunday after Pentecost 

Scripture �± Ephesians 4:1-16 
Message �± �³�0�D�W�X�U�L�W�\���D�Q�G���9�L�V�L�R�Q�´ 

 
August 12, 2018 �± 12th Sunday after Pentecost 
Guest Speaker; Scripture & Message �± TBA 

 
August 19, 2018 �± 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Scripture �± Ephesians 4:25-5:2 
Message �± �³�/�L�Y�L�Q�J���$�Q���$�X�W�K�H�Q�W�L�F���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���/�L�I�H�´ 

 
August 26, 2018 �± 14th Sunday after Pentecost 

Scripture �± Ephesians 5:5-15 
Message �±  

�³�0�D�N�L�Q�J���*�R�R�G���&�K�R�L�F�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���)�D�L�W�K�I�X�O���/�L�Y�L�Q�J�´ 
Holy Communion; Blessing of the Backpacks 

 08-04  Rev. Laura Kelsey 

 08-11  Tom Duffield 

 08-18  Rev. Laura Kelsey  

 08-25  Rev. Laura Kelsey  



Howell Center Nature Bus Visit 
In May our Christian Education Committee 
applied for a grant from the Howell Nature Center 
to host a Nature Bus. We are happy to report that 
we were approved! 
The grant is in 
partnership with the 
Spirit of Alexandria 
Foundation whose 
m i s s i o n  i s , 
�³�&�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�Q�J�� �&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�� �W�R�� �1�D�W�X�U�H�´���� �� �:�K�D�W�� �W�K�L�V��
means is that we will have an opportunity to have 
the Nature Bus and animals at the church for a 
program. Details are still being worked out so 
please watch your bulletin and the church 
Facebook page for announcements on when the 
Nature Bus will be visiting. 

Back to School Blessing 
Before the school year begins in September, we 
want to send our students and teachers back to the 
classroom with a special blessing. Join us Sunday, 
August 26th at 10:00 a.m. for a time of prayer as 
�Z�H�� �D�V�N�� �I�R�U�� �*�R�G�¶�V�� �E�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J��
over our children and the 
teachers and staff in our 
community and across the 
nation. If you know a teacher 
or student who is heading back to school or 
college, please invite them to be a part of this 
special time. 

Thank You! 
As this newsletter is being printed, we are 
finishing up our VBS week at Rolling River 
Rampage. Thank you to all of 
the volunteers who helped 
make it such a great event. Our 
Rafters found Adventure, 
Acceptance, Joy, Rest and 
Peace in the Word of God. 
Isaiah 43:2 reminded us that 
when we pass through the 
waters, God is with us! Thank you again to 
everyone who helped and stay tuned to see where 
we will go next year! 

Tutoring at Owen Elementary 
Thank you to everyone who tutored at Owen 
Elementary. The teachers have expressed their 
appreciation for your dedication and giving of 
your time. It might be 
July but we are already 
thinking ahead to the 
tutoring program for 
the upcoming school 
year. We are once 
again partnering with 
Owen Elementary and 
our goal is to begin in 
September or early 
October. If you are interested in tutoring, please 
contact Missy Rose. If you are a new tutor or if 
you are returning, there is paperwork for you to fill 
out. Missy will provide the paperwork and answer 
any questions you may have. 

Summer Sunday School 
During July and August, our children will worship 
with the congregation in the Sanctuary. There are 
new materials available each week to serve as 
helpful guides through the worship service. 
Children may sit with their family or they are 
welcome to gather at the Prayground under the 
balcony in the back corner.   

Footprints 
News from the Christian Education Department 



Open Mic Nights begin  
Friday July 20th at 7:00 p.m. 

You are invited to our FPC Open Mic Night launch on Friday, 
July 20, 2018 which will take place in the Dining Room from 
7:00 - 10:00 p.m.  To sign up to perform or to answer any 
questions you may have, contact Steve Keith or Emily Keith 
at fpc.stage1@gmail.com.   

Sign Up Information: 
We encourage all interested to sign 
up either in advance or the night of 
the event.  There will be a limited 
advance sign-up for performers.  
Others may sign up on the night of the event for 10-15 minute 
slots at 7:00 p.m.  Please have your song title, who originally 
recorded it, and your performance needs available at time of 
sign-up.  All performers songs and performances are expected 
to be free from explicit language, themes and content.  
Secular or Christian music, Spoken Word/Poetry, and the like 
are encouraged if they meet these criteria.  Dress will be 
Appropriate Casual as this is a church venue.  Performers who 
�K�D�Y�H���&�'�¶�V���P�D�\���P�D�N�H���W�K�H�P���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�� 

There will be concessions available for sale at the time of the 
Open Mic Night.  We look forward to seeing you on July 20th.  
All profits will benefit the First Presbyterian Church mission 
and ministries. Come and support the talent of FPC and our 
community.   

Donations Requested for New Warming Oven 
Our kitchen is getting more and more use and we have 
found our warming ovens just don't keep up 
anymore.  Presbyterian Women have done the hard 
work of researching the right product to replace them 
with �± a new Convection Warming Oven.  One of these 
would speed the process of preparing Thanksgiving, 
ease the preparation of shared meals on Saturday nights, 
and be useful for other special occasions and 
programs.  This wasn't in the budget, BUT we'd like to 
make it happen.  PW has earmarked a portion of the 
funds, but we need to raise the rest, if possible, through 
special donations and/or memorials.  If you feel this is a 
cause you'd like to support, donations to a Warming 
Oven Fund would be greatly appreciated.  We need 
to raise around $2,000 to make this happen! 

Service of Healing and Wholeness 
First Sunday of the Month  

4:00 p.m. in the FPC Chapel 
 

Sundays 
 July 1, 2018 

August 5, 2018 
 

Join us for a time of prayer and 
reflective worship. Anointing with oil 

for those in need of prayer. Light a 
candle and pray for someone. Hear 
an inspirational message of hope. 

Back to School Supplies 

One of the great ways we help support 
our Pontiac schools is by the donation 
of school supplies. The Outreach Group 
is collecting supplies 
during the months of July 
and August. We could use 
your help! As the Back �± 
to �± School sales begin we 
invite you to purchase 
supplies for us to donate. 
All of the donations will go directly to 
the classrooms at Owen Elementary in 
Pontiac. Thank you in advance for your 
help with this project.  
Crayola® brand crayons �± box of 24 
Spiral single subject notebooks  
#2 pencils with erasers  
Scissors  
Pocket folders  
3x5 cards (with lines)   
Washable markers   
Notebook paper, 8 ½ x 11   
Large 3 inch, 3 ring binders     
Ruler, Centimeter/inch  
Glue sticks or bottles �± white please  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1   
VBS Sunday 

10:00 a.m.   
Worship  Service 

4:00 p.m.   
Healing  Service 
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5:00 p.m.        
Worship   
 

8    
10:00 a.m.   
Worship  Service 
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7:00 p.m. 
Safety Team 
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9:30 a.m.         
Outreach 
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5:00 p.m.        
Worship   

15    
10:00 a.m.   
Worship  Service 
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7:00 p.m.        
Open Mic 
Night%
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5:00 p.m.        
Worship   

22      
10:00 a.m.   
Worship  Service 
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9:30 a.m.         
Outreach 
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5:00 p.m.        
Worship  & 
Communion 
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First Presbyterian Church 
99 Wayne Street 
Pontiac, MI 48342 
%

Address Correction Requested 

Our Staff  
! ! ! !

Pastor……………………………..…..Rev. Laura Kelsey  
Director of Music/Organist……………….…....Liz Spry 

Christian Education Director……..….....Joelle Jarrait 
Praise Worship Music Leader……........…Steve Keith 

Administrative Assistant………….…..……Julie Smith 

Custodian………………………….……...…Diane Wallis 

Sexton…………………………..…………..Don Cochran 

Vision Statement 
 

Our vision is to be a Christian 

fellowship, firmly grounded in the 

Word, ministering to the whole 

person, and serving the community 

by sharing the good news of the 

Gospel in worship, word and deed.%%

Web site:  www.fpcpontiac.com 

Email Address: church@fpcpontiac.com 

Phone: 248-335-6866 

Fax: 248-335-7824 
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