
Sunday Worship  
Traditional 10:00 a.m. 
Praise 11:30 a.m.  

 
Fri., Dec. 2 - 6:30 p.m. 
Community Caroling 

  Sat., Dec. 3 - 9:00 a.m.               
Holiday Parade Line-up 

Sun., Dec. 11 - 10:00 a.m. 
Christmas Cantata 

Wed., Dec. 14, 9:00 a.m. 
Early First Press Deadline 

Fri., Dec. 16, 9:00 a.m. 
Session Report Deadline 

Fri., Dec. 16 - 6:00 p.m. 
Deacon Basket Assembly 

Sat., Dec. 17 - 9:00 a.m.  
Basket Distribution 

Sun., Dec. 18 - 10:00 a.m. 
Youth Pageant 

Sat., Dec. 24 -7:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Candle-
light Communion Service 

Sun., Dec. 25 - 11:00 a.m. 
Combined Worship Service 

Mon. & Tue, Dec. 26 & 27 

Church Office Closed  
for Christmas 

Fri., Dec. 30 - 3:00 pm 
Contribution Deadline for 
2016 - Office Closes Early 

 
 
 
 

First Presbyterian Church  
Experiencing the Joy of Godõs Love in Action! 

December 2016  

Happening  

This Month  

Brothers and Sisters, 

As you read this letter you are likely either preparing for your family 
thanksgiving dinner or reminiscing about a special holiday together.  Life 
moves so fast and we can feel the ebb and flow of time move with us or 
sometimes overtake us. 

Sometimes I think life is like a river with many crooks and turns, where rapids 
may be waiting or even a really cool ride over them, if we are lucky.  There 
are times when we need to take our boat out of the water and walk around a 
dam that has been built by some cleaver beavers and at other times in order to 
provide life giving water to others that beaver dam needs to be deconstructed 
and changed. 

We are about to begin our journey to Advent full of twists and turns.  We can 
easily understand how Mary and Joseph saw their lives changing in front of 
them.  Mary didnôt expect to be pregnant before her marriage banquet.  Joseph 
would have never thought that both Mary would be pregnant by another and 
that the other was indeed the Holy Spirit.  The story of Jesus is not a normal 
nor an easy one.  Even prior to his birth he was breaking down paradigms for 
who is in and who is out of Godôs family. 

If God would have gone with the rationale of the day, then Jesus would have 
been a very different King.  However, God had different plans in mind for 
Messiah Jesus and his family.  God had different ideas regarding who would 
make a good disciple and follower for Jesus the Christ.  God had different 
understandings to express to the world about what makes a person valuable in 
Godôs eyes. 

This month, as we prepare for the coming of Jesus the Christ, I encourage you 
to find ways to express Godôs love to those outside your normal area of 
influence.  What do they need to hear, see, touch, smell or experience this 
Advent and Christmas season?  How can you make their miracles come true? 

Isaiah 9:2 says this:  ñThe people who walked in darkness  have seen a great 
light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness —  on them light has shined.ò  
May you bring that light of Jesus Christ into the darkness surrounding so 
many in our world today and in doing so may Godôs light continue to grow in 
you and grant you peace. 

Many Blessings and Merry Christmas, 

 

 
 
 

Rev. Laura C. Kelsey, Pastor 



²ƛǘƘ hǳǊ tŜƻǇƭŜ 
Please keep the following 
in your prayers:  

 Lora Armstrong, Jane 
& Mike Baker, Audrey 
Bee, Dan Cassidy, Guy & 
Nancy Duffield, Sandy 
Guzmán, Anne Heitsch, 
Russell Hughes, Gerry 
Irwin, Ann & Bob Newill, 
and  Justina Warren.  

 Also, please keep in 
your prayers our people in 
the military: Lizz Huntoon, 
Blake Robertoy, and Dan 
Walsh.   

 Rich Stevenson 

 Joelle Jarrait 

 Carolyn Quinn 

 Angie Nevarez 

 Cynthia McAdams 
 

  If you would like to 
have your name on this 
birthday list, please call the 
church office. 

Deacons Doings from  

November 2016 

At the November 7, 2016, 
meeting the Deacons 
voted to: Increase the 
amount of our Christmas 
gift to each World Vision 
child to $100.   
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December has arrived and with it comes all the excitement of preparing for and 
celebrating the Christmas season.  It is a time for gathering families and being 
surrounded with loved ones from far and near. A season that creates memories 
that will last for years to come in our hearts and minds.  This is my way of 
inviting all of you who read this newsletter to COME HOME TO FPC FOR 
CHRISTMAS this year. We have many wonderful things happening in our 
church family and we welcome each and every one of you to come and join with 
us in welcoming our Savior at the end of this most busy month! 

On December 4th, our Heritage Ringers Bell Choir will ring in the month with 
two wonderful carols during worship. HOW FAR IS IT TO BETHLEHEM and 
THE WEXFORD CAROL will welcome the month. 

LET THERE BE CHRISTMAS, a Christmas Cantata, will be presented on 
Dec.11th at the 10 o'clock hour.  Sung by our wonderful Chancel Choir, we will 
be accompanied again this year by a quintet of strings. The cantata contains 
several well-known carols such as O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL. STILL, 
STILL, STILL, O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM and more so be sure to 
put this special Sunday on your calendar.  Bring friends, family, neighbors, or 
even strangers with you to hear this beautiful music. Our narrator for the 
morning will be Mr. Dan Cassidy. 

December 18th brings us the Youth Bell Choir who will play 
a bell Call to Worship before they become actors in our 
annual Christmas Pageant. You certainly don't want to miss 
that. There will be special music also. 

Christmas Eve at 7:00 p.m. we will share in our beautiful 
candlelight service with the Chancel Choir and special 
music by a string duet from 6:30-7:00 p.m. Come early for a 
great seat! 

Christmas Day at 11:00 a.m., our two services will combine and lots of carol 
singing will take place.  

11 0'clock will also be the hour for combined worship on New Year's Day. 
Come and share your Happy New Years wishes with your church family too. 

Again, PLEASE COME HOME TO FPC for Christmas this year. Be a part 
of our celebrations so we can be share God's great love with all of you! 

In the month of November, we welcomed a new tenor soloist/section leader to 
our Chancel Choir.  Mr. Carmen Cavallaro has become a member of our choir 
family and we want everyone to welcome him. Carmen has sung in many metro
-Detroit are congregations, including 26 years as soloist and section leader at 
Christ Church Cranbrook in Bloomfield Hills and nearly 30 years at Temple 
Emanu-el Synagogue in Oak Park.  He is a retired high school vocal music 
teacher from the Detroit Public Schools, and enjoys the study and performance 
of Early Medieval Music.  He currently conducts a small women's ensemble in 
Ann Arbor that often performs ancient music and he has transcribed and edited 
for the group from it's original notation.  He is a wonderful addition to our choir 
and we are very happy that he has joined with us to sing God's Glory! 

REJOICE, REJOICE, BELIEVERS! May you all have a very Merry and 
Blessed Christmas.   

Liz Spry  

 
 

 



December Bible Readings  
  Weekly Lectionary Scriptures are: 

12-04 Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19;  
  Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 

12-11 Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10 or  
  Luke 1:46b-55; James 5:7-10;  
  Matthew 11:2-11   

12-18 Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19;  
  Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 

12-24 Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14;  Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 

12-25 Dawn: Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:(1-7)  
  Day: Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12); John 1:1-14 
 

Session Actions  
November 2016 

Approved the hiring of 
Carmen Carallaro as tenor 
soloist/section leader.  

Approved change to the 
Personnel Manual to 
clarify the continuing 
education policy.  

Affirmed email/phone poll 
approving increase of 
allowance for masonry 
repairs to $1500.00.  

Approved Communion 
Schedule for 2017: 
January 29   
February 26   
March 26    
April 13/Maundy Thursday 
April 30    
May 21   
June 25 
July 30     
August 27  
October 1  
 Worldwide Communion 
October 29 - Reformation 
December 3  
December 24  
 Evening service only 

Harold Boettger,  
Clerk of Session 

 

PRESBYTERIAN  WOMEN  ACTIVITIES  

PW GROUP ð PW BIBLE STUDY ð RENAISSANCE CIRCLE  

December 7, 2016 Gathering – 9:45 a.m. through Lunch 
Grosse Ile Presbyterian Church 

Meet Charles Dickens and enjoy Grosse Ile's Renaissance man portraying the 
legendary author of The Christmas Carol. Music by Island troubadour Barry 
VanEngelen playing and leading the singing of Christmas carols on the guitar 
including "Silent Night," which was played for the first time on a guitar in 
Oberndorf, Austria in 1818.   
Contact Nancy Duffield for reservations and further details 

 

Nut and Candy Sale! 
Orders for nuts and candy have been filled.  We thank you so much for your 
participation.  PW will continue to sell nuts and candy each Sunday while 
supplies last.   Profits from this sale will be used towards the purchase of a new 
convection oven in our kitchen as well as supporting our 2017 Mission Pledge.  
 

Knitting for Warmth 
We have exceeded our goal and collected 163 hand knitted scarves and 25 hats 
for Hope Warming Center. We could not have done it without you!  Thank you 
so much for making this project a success and helping to make sure that every 
one of our friends at the Hope Warming Center has a scarf to keep them warm. 

 

Quilts and Pillows 
Thank you to all who helped in any way. We are so blessed to have so many 
willing hands.  If you have not yet turned in quilt tops, pillows or pillow cases, 
please do so ASAP.  Christmas basket delivery day is fast approaching. 

 

Friday, December 18, 2016  -- 11:00 a.m. - @ Ginoôs 
Bible Study and Gift Exchange 

This month we will be discussing ñWho is Jesus?ò according to John.  We will 
also celebrate Christmas with a $5.00 gift exchange. Join us at Ginoôs in 
Keego Harbor.  We meet the third Friday of the month for study, lunch and 
fellowship.   

 
 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 
      4  Rev. Laura Kelsey 

    11  Rev. Laura Kelsey 

    18  Rev. Laura Kelsey 

    25  11:00 a.m. Sanctuary 
     Joint Service  
     Rev. Laura Kelsey 



 

Christmas Baskets 

Each year in December the Deacons coordinate an effort to provide food and gifts to Pontiac families in need.  
It takes a lot of support from everyone in the church to make this a successful event.  The Deacons have 
information about the families ready and waiting for you to choose how you can help.  The Christmas basket 
distribution will be Saturday, December 19. 

¶You may choose to adopt an entire family - purchasing all the food items and all the 
gifts for children in that family. Pick up family information at FPC in the dining room 
during fellowship hour on Sunday. 

¶You may choose to shop and purchase gifts for specific children. 

¶You may choose to purchase only the food items for a family basket. See the list 
below for what to purchase for each basket. 

¶You may choose to donate money for the Deacons to use to purchase food and gifts.  

¶If youôve spent your limit but like to shop, you may volunteer to shop for 
childrenôs gifts.  The Deacons will reimburse you for those items. This service is 

highly valuable to the Deacons! 

¶Help is needed to pack and organize the baskets Friday evening, December 18. 

¶Prayer.  We canôt do it without your prayers. 

 
The Deacons will once again be distributing mittens, hats and scarves with the Christmas 
baskets on Saturday, December 17. Please generously donate items on our mitten tree in the 
vestibule in the Christian Education building and help keep some deserving children warm 
and toasty during the upcoming winter season. We have a nice start, but would love to see 
our tree just bursting at the seems with all sorts of bright colors and carton characters! Any 
mittens, hats or scarves leftover will find a good home at a nearby school or shelter. 

First Presbyterian Church Christmas Basket Assembly List 

Suggested $15.00 donation toward purchase of meat and bread 

1 Box Potatoes _________ 1 Bag Sugar ________________  4 Rolls Toilet Paper ________ 

1 Pkg. Pasta ___________  1 Bag Flour _________________ 2 Rolls Paper Towels _______ 

1 Jar Sauce ____________ 1 Box Bisquick/Pancake Mix ___ 2 Boxes Kleenex ___________ 

2 Boxes Cereal _________ 2 Bags Dry Beans/Lentils ______ 1 Toothbrush per person _____ 

4 Cans Vegetables ______  1 Bag Rice __________________ 1 Toothpaste per 2 __________ 

4 Cans of Fruit _________ 1 Jar Jelly/Jam _______________ 1 Bar of Soap per person _____ 

4 Cans of Tomatoes _____ 1 Jar Peanut Butter ____________ 1 Bottle Dish Soap __________ 

2 Cans of Tuna _________ 1 Bag Apples/Oranges _________   

NOTE:  If you are putting together a basket for 5 or more people, you should consider                
selecting larger sizes or extra boxes / cans / jars / packages of staple items. 

Distribution Date – Saturday, December 17 
Please deliver food & gifts by Friday, December 16, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. 



Footprints 
News from the Christian                 

Education Department 

The Advent Journey 

Join us each week as we travel with the 
people of scripture to the birthplace of 
our savior. Moving through the Advent 
season brings us out of the darkness and 
into the light. Come travel with us! 

Christmas Parade 

On Saturday, December 3rd, First 
Presbyterian Church will be represented in 
the annual Pontiac Christmas parade. 
Please come and join us as we share the 
spirit of Christmas with the community. 
Our children will be part of a nativity on 
the float. Everyone is welcome to come 
and walk or ride with us. We will meet at 
the church at 9:15 a.m. to go together to 
the parade line-up. 

Advent Bible Study @ 8:45 a.m. 
Awaiting the Already ï An Advent 
Journey Through the Gospels          

by Magrey DeVeda 

Each Gospel, in its own way, leads us on 
the Advent journey of preparation for 
Christôs coming. This book takes a tour 
through the four Gospel narratives that 
announce Christôs birth or make way for 
his ministry. Readers will discover what 

parts of the Christmas story come from which Gospel, 
recognizing an invitation from each Gospel writer to 
prepare for a fresh experience of Christ in the past and 
the future. 

ñA Savior is Bornò 

Childrenôs Christmas Program 

Sunday, December 4th  10:00 a.m. 

tƻƛƴǎŜǩŀǎ 

You may order poinsettias for the 
sanctuary as a memorial, in honor of a 
loved one or for your own enjoyment.  
The plants will cost $13.00 each and 
will add to the beauty of the sanctuary 
on December 18th. Forms are available 
at church and are due with payment no 
later than Sunday, December 11th. 
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 нлмс wŜƛƳōǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ  

Any check requests for purchases made from the 
2016 budget need to be turned into the church 
office by December 19.  This will allow time for 
them to be processed in a timely 
manner.  Requests received 
after that date will be taken 
from the 2017 budget.   
All requests must have an 
account number and an authorized signature 
from the committee chairperson. 

Giving for 2016 
We appreciate your generosity at any time, but 
the IRS has certain regulations we must 
follow. Any gifts you wish to be 
credited to 2016 must be in the church 
office by Friday, December 30 at 3:00 
p.m. Contributions received after that 
time will be credited to your 2017 giving. 



2016 ADVENT & CHRISTMAS WORSHIP MESSAGES 
 

November 27, 2016: 1st Sunday of Advent  

Special Focus: Lighting of the Advent Wreath; Holy Communion 

Traditional Worship @ 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Series: An Odd Kind of Awe: Peace in the Midst of Conflict 
Message: Finding Peace  
Scripture: Isaiah 2:1-4; Romans 13:8-12 

Praise Worship @ 11:30 a.m. 
Worship Series: God Bless Us: A Season of Redemption 
Message: Making Change 
Scripture: Isaiah 9:6-7; Luke 1:46-47:52-55 
 

Sunday, December 4, 2016 – 2nd Sunday of Advent   

Special Focus: Lighting of the Advent Wreath  

Traditional Worship @ 10:00 a.m.      Praise Worship @ 11:30 a.m. 
Message: An Awesome Joy        Message: Remembering – from Heartbreak to Hope 
Scripture:  Isaiah 35:2-3; Psalm 146; Luke 1:50-52  Scripture: Luke 2:8-14 
  

Sunday, December 11, 2016 – 3rd Sunday of Advent 

Special Focus: Advent Cantata; Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Traditional Worship @ 10:00 a.m.      Praise Worship @ 11:30 a.m. 
Message: Let There Be Christmas –       Message: Living in the Present: Look Upon Me 
A Chancel Choir Cantata by Joseph M. Martin   Scripture: Deuteronomy 15:7-11; Matthew 2:1-18 
Scripture:               
Isaiah 53:1-2, 11:1; Zechariah 6:12; Luke 2:8-15   

 

Sunday, December 18, 2016 – 4th Sunday of Advent 

Special Focus: Lighting of the Advent Wreath; Childrenôs Christmas Play 

Traditional Worship @ 10:00 a.m.      Praise Worship @ 11:30 a.m. 
Message: Unlikely Guests –  A Christmas Play   Message: A Transformed Future 
Scripture: Isaiah 70:10-16; Matthew 1:18-25    Scripture:  
               Revelations 1:4; Luke 4:18-19; Romans 8:4b-17 
 

Saturday, December 24, 2016 – Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Communion Service @ 7:00 p.m., Musical Prelude at 6:30 p.m.  

Special Focus: Lighting of the Advent Wreath; Christmas Eve Worship, Holy Communion 

Worship Series: An Odd Kind of Awe: Presence in the Midst of Loneliness 
Message:  His Hopeful Presence – A Christmas Celebration Service of Lessons and Carols 
Scripture:  Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-20 
     

Sunday, December 25, 2016 – Christmas Day Joint Worship @ 11:00 a.m.  

Special Focus: Lighting of the Advent Wreath; Birth of Jesus Christ; Joint Christmas Worship  
Worship Series: An Odd Kind of Awe: Praise in the Midst of Suffering 
Message: Praising our Savior 
Scripture:  Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 – New Yearôs Day Joint Worship @ 11:00 a.m.  

Message: Sharing Christôs Light 
Scripture:  Jeremiah 31:8-9; John 1:1-4 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

hǳǘǎƛŘŜ DǊƻǳǇǎ 

Off Premises  

5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ 

   1 
6:30 p.m. Bells 

7:45 p.m. Choir 

2  сΥол ǇΦƳΦ 

 

 

3 9:00 a.m.     
Parade     
Line -up  

 

 

4 
8:45 a.m.  Advent 

Bible Study 

10:00 & 11:30 a.m.   

Worship  Services 

 11:30 Youth  Bells 

5 
фΥол ŀΦƳΦ - b!   

7:00 p.m.    

Deacons 

 

 

6 
фΥол ŀΦƳΦ - b!   

5:00 p.m. Ev-Ad 

7:00  p.m.  

Worship  &     
Music            

7 
1:00 p.m.  The 

Wired Word       

8 
7:00 p.m.        
Property           

Management    

7:45 p.m. Choir 

9 

 

10            
8:00 a.m.  
Presbyterian 
Menõs Advent 
Breakfast at 
1st Northville  

 

11 
8:45 a.m.  Advent 

Bible Study 

10:00 a.m.        

Choir  Cantata 

11:30 a.m.   

Worship  Service 

  

12 
фΥол ŀΦƳΦ - b!   

13 
фΥол ŀΦƳΦ - b!   

7:00  p.m.          
Finance         

Committee 

14 
мнΥлл ǇΦƳΦ  9ŀǊπ
ƭȅ CƛǊǎǘ tǊŜǎǎ 
5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ 

 1:00 p.m.  The 

Wired Word       

15 
7:45 p.m. Choir 

16 фΥлл ŀΦƳΦ  
{Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ      wŜπ
ǇƻǊǘǎ 5ǳŜ 

11:00 a.m.  
PW Study & 
Lunch, Ginoõs  

6:00 p.m.     

Deacon      

Basket          

Assembly 

17 
7:30 a.m.        

Deacon Basket              

Distribution     

1:00 p.m.          

Pageant & 

Youth Bell  

Practice 

18 
8:45 a.m.  Advent 

Bible Study 

10:00 a.m.       

Youth Pageant 

11:30 a.m.   

Worship  Service  

19 
фΥол ŀΦƳΦ - b!   

20 
фΥол ŀΦƳΦ - b!   

6:30  p.m.         
Session  & Cook-
ie              Ex-
change 

21 
1:00 p.m.  The 

Wired Word       

22 
10:00 a.m.      

Staff  Meeting 

7:45 p.m. Choir 

23 

 

24 

 

25 
11:00 a.m.           

Combined       

Worship  Service 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30 
[ŀǎǘ 5ŀȅ ŦƻǊ 
нлмс tƭŜŘƎŜǎ 

hŶŎŜ /ƭƻǎŜǎ  ŀǘ 
оΥлл ǇΦƳΦ  

31 

 



CƛǊǎǘ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

фф ²ŀȅƴŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 

tƻƴǝŀŎΣ aL пуопн 
 

!ŘŘǊŜǎǎ /ƻǊǊŜŎǝƻƴ wŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ 

Our Staff   
    

tŀǎǘƻǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΦΦwŜǾΦ [ŀǳǊŀ YŜƭǎŜȅ  

5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ aǳǎƛŎκhǊƎŀƴƛǎǘΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΦΦΦ[ƛȊ {ǇǊȅ 

/ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΧΧΦΦΧΦΦΦΦΦWƻŜƭƭŜ WŀǊǊŀƛǘ 

tǊŀƛǎŜ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ aǳǎƛŎ [ŜŀŘŜǊΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΧ{ǘŜǾŜ YŜƛǘƘ 

!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝǾŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΦΧΧWǳƭƛŜ {ƳƛǘƘ 

/ǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΦΦΦΧ5ƛŀƴŜ ²ŀƭƭƛǎ 

{ŜȄǘƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ/ƻŘȅ {ƛȊŜƳƻǊŜ 

Vision Statement  

 
hǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΣ 

ŬǊƳƭȅ ƎǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘΣ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōȅ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƛƴ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜŘΦ  

²Ŝō ǎƛǘŜΥ  ǿǿǿΦŦǇŎǇƻƴǝŀŎΦŎƻƳ 

9Ƴŀƛƭ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ ŎƘǳǊŎƘϪŦǇŎǇƻƴǝŀŎΦŎƻƳ 

tƘƻƴŜΥ нпу-оор-сусс 

CŀȄΥ нпу-оор-тунп 


